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A bridge to the integration of art education and English descriptive writing:
On the construction of the learning website and its effectiveness
FEE BGFEBREAKT I
Abstract

College freshmen in Taiwan are requried to take courses in general education before they delve
into the study of their majors. Although the core subjects of the general education among colleges
are designed in different ways to make student’s learning comprehensive, little attention has been
paid to how core subjects can be integrated so that their learning is not fragmental.

This present study will present a module design where the learning of visual art and that of
English descriptive writing were incorporated to improve students’ observation and description
ability, the essential competencies across academic disciplines.

An art teacher first taught seventeen medical freshmen in the classroom Feldman's model of art
criticism, including description, analysis, intepretation and judment. Then the art teacher
collaborated with an English language teacher to prepare audio/visual/textual English materials to
introduce seven portrait paintings (e.g., the one by Rembrandt Van Rijn), which were uploaded to a
learning website. To increase student’s learning motivation, the display of the portraits was
animated. The students appreciated one portrait every week on the website. After their first look at
each portrait, the students wrote down their first impression of it. Then they made a second write-up
about their observation about the painting.

Their two write-ups were analyzed with LIWC, a text analysis tool. The second write-ups were
found to have higher frequencies in the categories of adjectives, descriptions of affective, social,
cognitive, biological processes, drives and expressions about personal concerns.

This study accentuates the integration of subjects for general education to make students’
learning integral and intriguing.

Keywords: integrated curriculum design, art education, English descriptive writing, text analysis
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Translanguaging occurrence in an elementary bilingual class
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Translanguaging claims that a learner’s different language systems, communication contexts,
and cultural experiences are all included in the learner’s linguistic repertoire. With translanguaging
being an arising issue in bilingualism, working on finding learners’ translanguaging occurrences
will help contribute to the development of bilingual education in Taiwan. This qualitative study
focused on the subject, Bilingual Life Curriculum, which was conducted through the Content
Language and Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach in an elementary school. The collected data
was obtained through classroom observation, student worksheets, and an interview with the
instructor.

In this study, there are twenty-seven second grade learners who have already taken the course,
Bilingual Life Curriculum, for one and half years. The schedule consisted of two units of the
textbook, which comprised of three lessons in one week, with a total of twenty-four lessons over
eight weeks. The major findings were as follows; students mostly used Mandarin, drawing, and
Zhuyin to assist what they had learned in class. In the process of students writing, they tended to use
pictures as their notes. The instructor provided many pictures, photos, and videos in each lesson,
and this demonstrated the connection between the teacher’s instruction and the production of the
learners.
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Using Instructional Video to Motivate the Third Graders to Speak
English in a CLIL Science Course
RS oPRTAREFE AL
# &

Motivating students to speak English in class can be challenging. Since research about students’
motivation in primary-school CLIL classrooms is scarce, empirical evidence on which CLIL
methodologies significantly increase students’ learning proves to be important. The single-group
quasi-experimental study investigated whether using an instructional video as a warm-up strategy to
discuss a topic in a CLIL Science course would increase 29 third graders’ motivation to speak
English in an elementary school in Taiwan. The study specifically evaluated the differences between
alternating an instructional video in one week and using teacher-initiated questions in the next, both
used as a warm-up discussion to entice students’ attention and further assessed whether using an
instructional video would lead to higher motivation to speak. Both quantitative and qualitative
research methods were employed including classroom observations with videotaping,
questionnaires and interviews. The results indicated that the use of instructional video had
significantly improved students’ motivation to participate in the English discussions with their CLIL
Science instructor especially as the course progressed over 6 weeks rather than within the first 2-3
weeks. It was also found that the use of student-centered questions that were relevant to their world
or lives had triggered higher motivation to speak. The implications of using an instructional video
and questions posed by CLIL instructors are provided.

Key words: motivation, CLIL, speaking, instructional video
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